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Important SARC “Tools” 
Now Available Online 

The 2004-05 SchoolTAccountability Report Card 
(SARC) template (the "blank" version in 
Word without data), for report cards to 
be published in the 2005-06 school 
year, is now available online at the 
California Department of Education 
(CDE) Web site. In addition, a Data 
Element Definitions and Sources 
document that supports the template is 
also now available online. 

For both of these important tools, there 
are also summary of changes 
documents available online. These 
documents describe the more significant 
differences between the 2003-04 and 
2004-05 versions of either the template 
or the data definitions. 

By early November 2005, the CDE 
expects to post on its Web site the 
2004-05 SARC template that may be 
downloaded with much of the data 
needed for completing the report card. 
Individuals who have previously 
requested to be included on the CDE's 
SARC Coordinator e-mail list will be 
notified when the template with data 
becomes available. To be added to this 
e-mail list, individuals may complete and 
submit the Update Your SARC 
Coordinator form. 

Any feedback or suggestions about the 
template and data definitions may be 
submitted using the e-mail address 
found at the end of this newsletter. 

Williams-Related Reporting Elements 
Revised for 2004-05 Report Cards 

As approved by the State Board of 
Education in May 2005, the SARC 
template contains the following 
modifications with respect to the four 
reporting elements related to the 
Williams case settlement: 

1. A new table has been added with 
the title “School Facility 
Conditions – Results of 
Inspection and Evaluation.” This 
table is a suggested format for 
summarizing the findings 
contained in the Interim 
Evaluation Instrument (IEI) used 
to document the inspection of a 
school facility as mandated by 
the Williams case settlement and 
Senate Bill 550 (Chapter 900, 
Statutes of 2004). The table 
includes a list of the 14 parts of 
the IEI, a "yes" or "no" check box 
for summarizing whether the 
items in each part are all in good 
repair, and a comments box for 
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describing any deficiencies found 
and any remedial actions already 
taken or planned. The school site 
inspection date, the IEI 
completion date, and the date 
that any remedial action was 
taken or is planned to be taken 
are also noted. 

2. The existing “Teacher 
Misassignments” table has been 
modified to indicate that for the 
2005-06 school year, the most 
currently available data are 
reported. In addition, the 
narrative for this table has been 
expanded to clarify that the 
number of misassignments of 
teachers of English learners is 
reported as both a subtotal and 
as part of total teacher 
misassignments. 

3. The narrative for the existing 
“Vacant Teacher Positions” table 
has been expanded to indicate 
that for the 2005-06 school year, 
the most currently available data 
are reported. 

4. The narrative for the “Availability 
of Sufficient Textbooks and 
Instructional Materials” table has 
been expanded to clarify that 
standards-aligned textbooks and 
other instructional materials are 
locally adopted for grades 9 to 
12, inclusive. A clarifying 
statement has also been added 
as follows: "For kindergarten and 
grades 1 to 8, inclusive, the 
description includes any 
supplemental curriculum adopted 
by the local governing board.” 

County Office of Education SARC 
Reviews Underway 

As mandated by the Williams-related 
Senate Bill 550 (referred to above), 
Education Code Section 
1240(c)(2)(E)(iii) requires the county 
superintendent of schools to conduct 
school site visits to determine "(t)he 
accuracy of data reported on the school 
accountability report card with respect to 
the availability of sufficient textbooks 
and instructional materials as defined by 
Section 60119 and the safety, 
cleanliness, and adequacy of school 
facilities, including good repair as 
required by Sections 17014, 17032.5, 
17070.75, and 17089." These reviews, 
which are now underway statewide, are 
intended to ensure that particular SARC 
data were accurate when the report card 
was published. The CDE continues to 
have overall responsibility pursuant to 
Education Code Section 33126.1(m) for 
monitoring the compliance of local 
educational agencies with SARC 
preparation and distribution 
requirements. 

SARC-Related Bills Nearing the End 
of the Legislative Process 

As of the time that this edition of 
the SARCnews was being 
prepared (late August 2005), the 
following SARC-related bills 
continued to be under 
consideration in the California 
Legislature: 

•	 Assembly Bill 1609 (Liu), 

which would expand the 

career technical education 

area of the SARC, is 
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currently awaiting final action 
in the Senate. 

•	 Senate Bill 687 (Simitian), 
which would expand the 
salaries and expenditures 
areas of the SARC, is 
currently awaiting final action 
in the Assembly. 

For more information about these 
bills, visit the California 
Legislative Counsel. 

SARC Question of the Month 

The following is the “SARC Question of 
the Month” along with its answer: 

Q. Beginning with SARCs published 
in the 2005-06 school year, which 
are the only SARC reporting 
elements that specifically call for 
current-year data, if available? 

A. “Teacher Misassignments” and 
“Vacant Teacher Positions” 

If you have questions or comments 
about the topics covered in this 
newsletter, or suggestions for topics for 
a future newsletter, please contact us as 
indicated below. 

Contact Information: 
Phone: 916-319-0875 
E-mail: sarc@cde.ca.gov 
Web site: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa/ 
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